THE LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

PEROR'S COURAGE SO GREAT, AND SO FULLY BENT
UPON his1 HIGH ENTERPRISE, THAT HIS MIND
BEING OCCUPIED WITH INFINITE THINGS APPER-
TAINING THERETO, MIGHT PERADVENTURE PRE-
TERMIT THIS, WHICH TO HIS GRACE'S JUDGEMENT
IS MOST NECESSARY, AND THEREFORE HATH
THOUGHT IT convenient2 TO open unto HIS MAJESTY
HIS FRIENDLY OPINION and advice, how in all casualties
his Highness judgeth that the Emperor's estates and posterity
may be so established as, whatsoever shall chance, they may
continue, stand, and prosper, whosoever would attempt the
contrary; WHEREOF HIS GRACE3 WOULD BE MOST
JOYOUS; AND FOR THAT INTENT DOTH NOW OPEN
PLAINLY HIS MIND.

HIS HIGHNESS FIRST THINKETH AND FEARETH
THAT UNLESS IT BE BETTER PROVIDED FOR THAN
HE KNOWETH OF YET, OR BY ANY OUTWARD
INTELLIGENCE CAN PERCEIVE (THOUGH MOST
PART OF CHRISTENDOM IN AFFAIRS DOTH PRAG
TISE WITH HIM) THAT the Emperor's SON AND PRINCE
OF SPAIN IS SLENDERLY YET FURNISHED OF
TRUSTY FRIENDS; FOR HE HEARETH OF NONE
THAT IS JOINED WITH HIM WHICH MAY IN HIS
MINORITY STAND HIM IN FRIENDLY STEAD, WHICH
TRULY HE LAMENTETH.

SECONDLY, his Highness doubteth not but the Emperor
considered! very well, THAT IF IT SHOULD PLEASE GOD
TO CALL HIM TO HIS MERCY IN THIS HIS INTENDED
ENTERPRISE, OR BY ANY OTHER MEANs, THAT
THE IMPERIAL DIGNITY IS ELECTIVE, AND NOT
LIKE TO DESCEND TO HIS HEIRS BY SUCCESSION,
FOR* THAT THE ALMAINS WILL BE LOATH TO HAVE
THE SPANISH NATION TO BE THEIR SUPERIOR.

THIRDLY, THAT MILAN TAKETH INVESTITURE
OF THE EMPIRE, AND THAT IN SOME CASES IT IS
CONFISCABLE,5 AS WE UNDERSTAND HIS CHIEF
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